m 
Rey Alfred Elwyn 
1422 Walnut Street” 


IBLE 


Society RECORD 


Published Monthly by the American Bible Society. 


VOLUME 31. 


New York, JANUARY 21, 


1886. NuMBER 1. 


NOTICE. 

The fiscal year of this Society closes on 
Wednesday, the 31st day of March, and remit- 
tances which are to be acknowledged among the 
receipts of the year must reach the Bible House 
on or before that day. 

Treasurers of auxiliary societies are earnestly 
invited to forward promptly the funds which 
come into their hands, either directly to the 
Assistant Treasurer atthe Bible House, or 
through the Society’s District Superintendents. 
The annual reports of auxiliaries should be sent 
also, and any information concerning the decease 
of life members and directors or their change of 
residence, that the proper corrections may be 
made before printing the Annual Report. 


- 


HON. ENOCH L. FANCHER, LL.D., ACCEPTS 
THE PRESIDENCY OF THE AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The following correspondence will-be read with 
deep interest by the friends of this Society : 


NEw YORK, Dec. 5, 1885. 
Hon. Enocu L. FANCHER, LL.D., Wew York: 


DEAR Sir:—We have the honor to announce to 
you that at the stated meeting of the Board of Man- 
agers, held on the 3d inst., you were unanimously 
elected to the Presidency of the American Bible 
Society; and also that we were appointed to convey 
to you the certificate of that election, herewith pre- 
sented. . 

_ Your long connection with the Society renders un- 
necessary at this time any special reference to its 
history, or its important work. You are familiar with 
the one and in full sympathy with the other. Yet 
‘we may be permitted to recall to your memory the 
‘names of those who have adorned the chair to which 
you have now been called. Each of these in his day 
and generation in serving this Society became a 
efactor of the world. It may be said, however, 
t never was there a time when the moral needs 
f our race were more apparent; when the open 
.0rs were so numerous or so wide. Age after age 


i 


has survived the persistent assaults of unbelief upon 
the authenticity of the Holy Scriptures; but this sur- 
vival has imposed upon those to whom are committed 
the Oracles of God the imperative duty of a distribu- 
tion that shall cover the entire globe. 

This we believe is the earnest conviction of every 
member of the Board of Managers of the Society; 
we know it to be yours. May we not then hope for 
your acceptance of the Presidential office, and your 
entrance upon its duties at an early day. 

We are, dear sir, very faithfully yours, 
A. D. F. RANDOL?H, 
Wm. H. Crossy, 
HirAM M. FORRESTER:' 


141 MADISON AVENUE, NEw YORK, Dec. 14, 1885. 


Messrs. A. D. F. RANDOLPH, WILLIAM H. Crossy, 
AND Hiram M. ForRESTER, Committee, @&c., of 
American Bible Society: 


GENTLEMEN :—At the visit which you were pleased 
to make me at my residence on the evening of Satur- 
day last, I received from your hands your com- 
munication of the 5th inst., in which, as well as by 
the accompanying certificate of Mr. Rowe, I was 
officially informed that at the stated meeting of the 
Board of Managers held on the 3d inst., I was 
unanimously elected to the Presidency of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society. 

I thank you for the courteous manner in which you 
have brought to me the information of my election. 
I desire, through you, to express my acknowledg- 
ments to the several members of the Committee of 
General Reference who reported my name to the 
Board of Managers, and to the several members of 
the Board, as well, which approved the report of the 
Committee, and unanimously elected me to the im- 
portant office already mentioned. Such election 
should be regarded by any one as a conspicuous 
public compliment, and my appreciation of it is 
heightened from the circumstance that the honor has 
come to me unsought and unexpected. 

I am not unmindful of the fact that other names of 
honored and distinguished men must have been 
before the Committee, and I am sure that no one of 
those gentlemen was passed by because less accept- 
able personally than myself; but, doubtless, the 


distance of the residence of some of them, and the 


pressure upon their time of the daily avocations of 
others, were considered by the Committee, and they 
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were thus led to make the selection which they 
reported to the Board. 

As your letter justly observes, many honored 
names have adorned the annals of the Society as its 
successive Presidents. They all live in our grateful 
memories, and several of them seem to be con- 
stantly looking down upon us, from their portraits 
on the walls, as we meet in the Board-room of the 
Managers. 

When one considers the vastness of the work of 
the American Bible Society— its long and successful 
career—its charitable aims and grand purposes; and 
when he looks over its splendid history—so richly 
adorned with the names of many devoted and dis- 
tinguished men—he may well pause at the threshold, 
and hesitate as to the appropriateness of his own 
promotion to the Presidency of the Society; yet the 
cordial manner of my election seems to leave me free 
to accept the office. 

The work of sending all abroad throughout this 
extended land and throughout all lands of the habit- 
able globe, the Holy Scriptures, in the vernacular of 
the peoples and tribes of every tongue, is, surely, a 
work the glory of which will outshine the sun; and 
those noble Christian men who have been, and are, 
conspicuous in that work, will share in an immortal 
renown. It is a great honorto be numbered among 
them, and the pledge of fidelity to the trust imposed 
should be unqualified and sincere. In accepting the 
office to which I have been thus elected, it is proper 
to be reminded of the matters mentioned in your 
letter, for the eyes of the Christian world are turned 
toward this great Society, and toward that other 
grand organization which has its centre in Queen 
Victoria Street, in London, as both are engaged in 
translating and publishing the Holy Scriptures in the 
many languages and dialects of the human race, and 
in distributing copies of those Scriptures in every 
place where the feet of men impress the soil. 

That precious book divine, by inspiration given, is 
the sun of the moral firmament, and will continue to 
be the life, the light, and the joy of men “till heavenly 
glories break upon the view, in brighter worlds 
above.” Therefore the active benevolence of this 
Society, hitherto manifested in the powerful and effi- 
cient means by which its grand purpose has so long 
been pursued, should, as your letter maintains, still 
continue to be promoted by every effort in our power, 
when the moral needs of our race are so great and 
the open doors for the circulation of the Scriptures 
are sO numerous. 

“Where shall wisdom be found, and where is the 
place of understanding ”—save in that Holy Book 
which contains the precious jewels of truth, of wis- 
dom, and of love, the possession of which entiches 
the soul for ever? Let us bend our efforts to promote 
its universal distribution. 

In whatever duties I may be called on to perform 
for the Society, I shall, of course, rely upon the advice 
and aid of its able and devoted Vice-Presidents, its 
efficient and well-informed Secretaries, Treasurer, 


and General Agent, and upon the indulgence and : 


assistance of the several members of the Board of 
Managers as well; and may the “Blessed Lord who 
has caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning,” “direct us in all our doings with his most 


gracious favor, and further us with his continual help, 
that in all our work, begun, continued, and ended in 
him, we may glorify his holy name.” 
With much regard, yours faithfully, 
EnocH L. FANCHER. 


FOREIGN DEPARTM ENT. 


BULGARIA.—Dr. Bliss wrote in December : 

We are doing all that we can to provide something 
for the soldiers. We have sent 500 Testaments to 
Sofia by post, and a man has gone to Philippopolis 
with a thousand volumes. There are 60,000 Bulgarian 
soldiers in the field, and perhaps more. We are send- 
ing large Testaments for hospital use, and Gospels 
and Psalms in 32mo for camp use. We have in press 
new editions of Matthew and Luke, which will be 
wanted even if the war does not continue long. We 
are trying to enlist the interest of Prince Alexander 
and the minister of war in our plans. 

The outlook is in favor of East Roumelia and Bul- 
garia remaining united. They will fight desperately 
before consenting to be parted again. 

Japan.—Mr. Loomis finds a large demand for Scrip- 
tures in English and German. Ina school in Tokio for 
the study of German, which has about 500 pupils in 
attendance, a Christian teacher has recently been em- 
ployed, and he calls for German Bibles and Testa- 
ments. Mr. Fukuzawa’s school in Tokio, formerly 
anti-Christian, has been one of the most influential 
schools in the country. The principal has changed 
his views and become an advocate of Christianity. In. 
keeping with this change a Sunday school department 
has been organized. 

Some years ago two young men were sent abroad 
by the largest Buddhist sect, to study the religions of 
other lands. One of them has become a Christian, 
and is said to be waiting till his countrymen are con- 
verted to the same faith before he returns to Japan. 
The other has already returned, and is endeavoring 
to establish a new religious system which shall com- 
bine all that is good in Buddhism and Christianity too. 
He has separated entirely from his former connection, 
and probably his efforts will help to separate others 
also. 

BRAzIL.—The Rev. Edward Lane of Campinas, ona 
recent mission tour came to a plantation occupied by _ 
a family of Spaniards, natives of the Island of Teneriffe. _ 


‘He says the interest of these people began by the 


head of the household spending a night with an 
American Protestant. The man asked his host to 
explain to him how he managed to live so exemplary 
a life with so bad a religion as Protestantism. The 
Protestant handed him a Bible with the remark, that 
if he would examine the book he would understand | 
the secret. He took the Bible, retired to his room, 
and read it all night. In the morning he met his host 
with the remark, ‘“‘I have not been asleep. Ihave 
examined the book, and have discovered for the first 
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time in my life how grossly I have been deceived.” 
This man and his wife have made a profession of 
their faith, and had themselves and their children 
baptized. 

Brazit.—The November number of the Record 
referred to an attempt to assassinate M. M. do Rego 
in Parahyba. In this instance, as is so frequently the 
case, the assault seems to have been for the further- 
ance of the gospel and the discomfiture of his assail- 
ants. The vicar, after having preached against the 
Bible, appealed to the judge to put the colporteur 
in prison, but he refused to act without proof. The 
people then pressed the vicar to compare the Bibles 
with his own, which he declined to do. So much 
interest was excited that many were anxious to see 
the Scriptures, and during September 171 copies were 
disposed of by sale and about as many more were 
distributed gratuitously among those who were too 
poor to buy. 


BrAziIL.—Mr. Brown sends a translation of a letter 
he had received, accompanied by a contribution of 
about seven dollars. It is as follows: 

The brethren of the Baptist Church in Bahia desire 
to offer the sum of seventeen mzz/reis to the American 
Bible Society, for the distribution of the Holy Scrip- 
tures in Brazil. We desire at the same time to mani- 
fest our gratitude in recognition of the great blessing 
that we and our countrymen have,received from the 
Christians in other places by means of this Bible 
Society. For the brethren, 


Tito ALVEZ DA SILVA. 
BAHIA, July 9, 1885. ; 
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COREA. 
YOKOHAMA, Novy. 7, 1885. 

My recent trip to Corea was in every way pleasant 

and prosperous. « Although typhoons preceded and 
followed me, and I was more or less in the presence 
of cholera, I encountered no storms whatever, and 
what is almost unprecedented in my travels, I returned 
in better health than when I started. I acknowledge 
with gratitude the many earnest prayers that were 
offered in my behalf, both by the native Christians 
and others, in answer to which I was granted a safe 
and prosperous journey. The only Bible-seller I 
found in Corea was a Japanese colporteur of the 
National Bible Society of Scotland, who is located 
at the port of Fusan,a Japanese settlement in the 
southeast extremity of the peninsula. 

There is really no demand for the Scriptures among 
the Coreans, and most of the people are either afraid 
to purchase them, or, like the Chinese, do not favor 
the foreigners and the foreign religion. This feeling 
is especially strong against the Japanese; as the his- 

tory of the cruel invasion of former times is still 
remembered, and the riot at Seoul in December last 
is reported, and generally believed, to have been 

instigated by the Japanese. 

It is conceded by all parties that any attempt on 
the part of the Japanese to propagate Christianity in 
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through a Japanese medium, or under Japanese 
auspices. It should be added also, that those who 
have gone from Japan to Corea for the purposes of 
trade are a bad class of people, and have largely 
increased the unhappy prejudice that previously 
existed. It is said that some of the Coreans at 
Seoul have been killed and others ostracized because 
of their real or supposed sympathy with Japan. I 
knew of an instance where a Corean who had been 
in Japan, and could speak the language, denied the 
fact for fear that it would work to his injury if 
known. 

The seizure of Port Hamilton by the British gov- 
ernment is likely to create more or less prejudice 
against missionaries of that nationality. The Coreans 
seem to regard it as an outrage; and although with- 
out power or influence to prevent it, they have a 
strong national feeling and pride in regard to such 
transactions. 

The attempt of a French admiral to take forcible 
possession of the country, and the slaughter of the 
people by their soldiers, are supplemented by the 
Jesuit priests making secret efforts to propagate their 
faith in defiance of the laws of the land. Thus the 
French are looked upon with suspicion and dread, 
and have no such reputation as should belong to those 
who attempt to teach the gospel of Christ. 

The conduct of Mr. Mallendorf was not such as 
to bring credit upon his nation or those associated 
with him. He was opposed to missionaries and 
missions, and his life and influence was a hindrance 
to Christian work. He was deprived of his office 
in the fall of last year, but owing to the death and 
flight of the leading men at the time of the riot, he 
was able for atime to secure some influence and 
power. He has been intriguing with the Jesuits and 
Russians in order to maintain his position, and this 
has increased his unpopularity. He has now been 
removed from his office, and it is reported that he 
has given up his Corean dress and is about to return 
to China. : 

The Americans are most popular with the king, 
and with those who are in sympathy with his views. 
This is likely to influence the sentiments of the peo- 
ple. General and Mrs. Foote were intimate with 


the king and queen, and seem: to have made a most 


favorable impression. Thus they were able to give 
needed counsel, and this has opened the way for 
more free and general intercourse. The present 
chargé @affaires, Lieut. Foulke, is also very popular 
at the court, and seems to have used his influence for 
the best interests of the people. 

It is American missionaries who are especially 
called to the work of evangelizing Corea. In the 
first place, they will not meet with such strong preju- 
dice as exists against the other mentioned nationali- 
ties. Inthe second place, the presence of Dr. Allen 
at the time of the riot, and his subsequent medical 
services, have given him a favorable and wide repu- 


tation among all classes, and a position of great 


influence. He is now the court physician, and his 
counsel is sought by the nobility. He has also been 
appointed physician at the various legations located 
in Seoul, and thus he and his associates have the 


- Corea will be a failure. The feeling against them is 


so general and strong that it would create a preju- good-will and combined influence and protection of 


dice against Christianity itself if it should come all the civil and military power in the land. By 
t ‘ aie ¢ * 
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the work in the Royal Hospital the good will and 
confidence of the common people is secured, and 
their minds prepared for the reception of religious 
truth. 

Up to the present time there has been an entire 
misunderstanding of Christianity. It has come to 
the Coreans only as associated with the Jesuits ; and 
its former history in Japan, as well as in their own 
country, is not such as to make them regard it as 
a blessing. As seen by them it has made no im- 
provement in the temporal welfare or intellectual con- 
dition of the people. If there is any essential moral 
change it is hardly apparent. There is no attempt 
to educate the converts as among Protestants ; and 
no improvement seems to be effected in the con- 
dition of women and the ordinary home life. The 
chief result is to secure complete subjection to the 
priests; and the converts are taught that their eternal 
destiny is in the hands of their teachers. Thus 
the condition of Roman Catholics in Corea is often 
worse than that of the heathen. 

I saw near Nagasaki a considerable settlement of 
Catholics who had retained the traditions of the 
religion taught to their ancestors more than two 
centuries ago. Nearly all had suffered exile, and 
many of their number had died for their faith. But 
their condition was more wretched than that of the 
people around them, and to all outward appearance 
they were not at all helped by the gospel. In the 
same way more recent converts have been alienated 
in their views and feelings, and made the bigoted 
followers of their foreign guides. It is not strange 
that persecution has arisen, and that the Christian 
name is hated and despised. While the self-denial 
of the priests, and the loyalty of the converts to 
their faith, are worthy of the highest praise, it is 
greatly to be lamented that our precious gospel 
should be thus perverted. 

As it was in Japan, so it is in Corea. The first 
great work is to counteract the prejudice that exists 
against foreigners and Christianity. Competent 
judges say that this will not be difficult or require 
a very protracted time to accomplish. It is thought 
that liberty both to teach and embrace Christianity 
will soon be granted. It is reported at Seoul that 
with the exception of the German representative all 
the foreign ministers would favor and urge such a 
measure. But whether toleration is publicly declared 
or not it is sure to come, and that at no very distant 
day. There is no powerful priesthood in Corea as 
in Japan to oppose and hinder it, and then there 
seems to be but little in the way of false heathen 
systems to hinder the complete triumph of Christian- 
ity when once freely proclaimed. 

The influence most to be feared is that of the 
Catholics. I was told that there were twelve priests 
working in secret in the city of Seoul alone. The 
Bishop of Corea recently claimed 30,000 converts. I 
suppose this would represent about 5,000 or 6,000 
families. The bishop was in Nagasaki and expecting 
to return to Corea with a French vessel-of-war. It 
was thought to be his plan to secure the aid of the 
French government in procuring complete toleration 
at once ; and then, before the Protestants are ready, 
reach the whole land with their emissaries. A con- 
siderable number of young Coreans are now at 
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Nagasaki preparing to become missionaries to their 
people. The interpreters at the American and Eng- 
lish legations are Catholics. It is evident that the 
Jesuits are intent upon making Corea a Catholic 
country ; and if the churches in America are not 
awake to their duty and responsibility such will be 
the case. , 

The beginning of Christian effort in Corea has 
been most providential; and the present opening 
for Protestant missionaries is all that could be ex- 
pected, and sufficient for all purposes. Even now 
there are abundant opportunities for Christian work. 
I found several persons who were anxious to be 
taught the Bible. It seems certain that by the time 
the language is mastered there will be no restriction 
to the spread of the gospel. As to Bible work, it 
seems settled that the translation already made by 
Rijutei will be a good basis for missionary effort, and 
if it is feasible I propose to prepare and print other 
portions of the New Testament in the same style. 
What he has done requires some revision, and I 
hope to secure the aid of one of the missionaries 
for that purpose. 

While at Seoul I began, with the help of the mis- 
sionaries, a revision of the New Testament proper 
names. It was found that a knowledge of the 
Corean characters was very important in fixing the 
spelling, and the vocabulary was to be completed 
after my departure. Some corrections may be 
needed in future editions of Mark’s Gospel; and it 
is intended that the Gospel of Luke will be made 
as perfect as possible before publication. It is for- 
tunate that a man of Rijutei’s fitness has thus early 
been engaged in preparing an acceptable version for 
use among the people. 

It is evident that the employment of Japanese col- 
porteurs is not desirable, and the circulation of the 
Scriptures must probably wait until native converts 
can be secured. Such is the poverty of the people 
that the books must be sold, as is done in China, at 
a great reduction from the cost. To offer the Scrip- 
tures at the prices received in Japan would be pro- 
hibitory. Most of the sales at Fusan consist of 
simple leaflets, or tracts, valued at a fraction of a 
cent each. Only a few Gospels are sold even at the 
low price of two or three cents per copy. 

Since the recall of the Corean students there has 
been but little opportunity for Christian effort among 
that people in Japan. Only a few are here now, and 
they have been shifting about in great distress. 
What has been done, however, is likely to be of 
much value in the future of that country. One of 
the Christians is now director of the Royal Hos- 
pital at Seoul, and his appointment to that place was 
made without any effort in his behalf on the part 
of the missionaries. It is hoped that much good 
may result from the visit of three of the refugees to 
America. ~If they should become sincere Christians 
we may look for valuable assistance from them. — 
They are men of marked ability and influence, and 
the feeling is growing in their favor. 

The present condition of things in Corea is full 
of hope, and bespeaks the most earnest prayers and 
efforts of God’s people in behalf of that hitherto 
benighted land. 


H. Loomis, Agent A. B.S. 


he long since chose as his Lord and Master. 
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THE BLIND WOMAN’S COMFORT. 


In Chemishgezek Miss Bush called last autumn on 
a blind woman, some thirty-six years of age, the 
daughter of a priest who had taught her much from 
the Bible, and at his death had left her a double portion 
which her brother stole, leaving her poor and lonely. 
She loves to hear the Scriptures read, and is specially 
comforted by the text, “I will not leave you orphans,” 
as the Armenian version has it. A sweet and placid 
expression of countenance shows the peace of her 
soul, 


KURDISTAN. 

In the wild region of Farkin faithful effort is made 
to scatter the word of life, and with much success 
notwithstanding the obstacles that crowd upon the 
laborers. Miss Bush thinks that in places near Har- 
poot, and perhaps in many a village en the large 
plain, it may be said, as was lately said of the village 
of Haboosi, “There is a Bible or Testament to be 
found in every house save one.”’ 

Through Miss Bush’s influence and persuasions last 
winter a large number of women in the different parts 
of her large district were persuaded to give pledges 
to read the Bible daily. She had 114 names in the 
little book she keeps for that purpose. In former 
times a woman was not even to fouch a Bible lest she 
defile it. Now thousands are comforted and helped 
daily by their Scripture readings. 

In an humble dwelling in Arabkir there lived for 
many years an aged man and his good wife, both 
members of the church, and earnest prayerful Chris- 
tians. Together they went to the chapel to every 
meeting possible, each leaning on a staff. The voice 
of family prayer was always heard in their home; the 
well-thumbed Bible was always at hand, and neither 
of them was heard to pray without earnestly entreating 
God’s blessing upon the missionaries, the American 
Board, and all benevolent societies. This was just as 
much expected as the closing “Amen.” This old 
man, now between eighty and ninety years of age, 
is called “ Physician Alexander,”’ from his knowledge 
of the healing art. Very deaf, and daily growing 
more feeble, he now sits alone almost all day long, 
reading the Bible and declaring that this is his one 
comfort, for ‘“‘ Ai-ya” (Mother) has “gone before” 
and he is ‘‘ only waiting to follow.’’ 

In Diarbekir lives Hadji Hagop, whom Dr. Bliss 
knew in Erzroom thirty-seven years ago. He is 
now very old, but still faithful to the Saviour whom 
Miss 
Bush called upon him in his home in a recent tour. 
Hadji said to her, ‘‘As one would rejoice over the 
coming of angels, so I rejoice over your coming, for 


_ I have no one to sit by me and speak to me of Christ. 


The world has gone from me all at once. The Bible 


is different from what it was even three years ago. 


It is wonderfully bright and blessed. I was persuaded 


. a | : 
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to be a Protestant by the Bible, but my persuasion is 
different now from then.’ ‘Do you haste to go to 
heaven?” was asked. With his rugged face all 
aglow, he replied eagerly, “Yes, yes, indeed.’ The 
Bible was close by him, and the “ Saints’ Rest’’ and 
Flavel’s ‘‘Keeping the Heart.’’ He read to Miss 
Bush and her companion, ‘“‘ For me to Jive is Christ,” 
etc., and remarked, “Some of what Paul says I can 
say and some I cannot.’’ Every day he chooses a 
text from the Bible on which to feast and live. That 
day it was, ‘‘ Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 
entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep.” 

The ignorance that prevails where the Bible has 
not been received and read ‘is most distressing. At 
a house in Diarbekir two aged women met, one 
of whom had been a constant attendant upon the 
Gregorian (or old Armenian) church, and the other 
upon the Protestant church. In answer to the ques- 
tion, what she had learned in her long life in the 
Gregorian church, the former simply shrugged her 
shoulders. ‘‘Where was Christ crucified?’’ She 
could not tell, but the Protestant woman quickly 
answered, ‘‘ At Jerusalem.” “ What was the name of 
the place on which the cross stood?’’ No answer 
from the Gregorian, but from the Protestant promptly 
came the reply, “Golgotha.” “How many disciples 
had Christ?” The Gregorian still remained dumb, 
but the Protestant, though she could not read and 
was old and feeble, knew it all, because she had been 
to the chapel for years and had heard the Bible there. 


COLPORTEUR WORK IN SHANSI. 


EXTRACTS FROM A REPORT BY MR. B. BAGNALL. 


On the toth of July I left the provincial capital, 
Fai-Yuan, with about 4,000 books for Fa-Tong-fu. 
Two days brought us to a district which was suffering 
from last year’s drought, although the crops that were 
sown this spring are looking remarkably fine, as there 
has been a good supply of rain. An imperial proc- 
lamation certifies that the taxes will be reduced this 
year in this district. 

One day we forded a shallow stream where people 
were washing the sand in horse-hair sieves for coal 
dust; the coal, which is a trifle coarser than the sand, | 
is said to be of excellent quality. 

Our experience day by day is very much the same, 
namely, swollen streams, muddy roads, frequent rains, 
and also poor sales for our books; but there is 
much that is enjoyable, for the atmosphere is very 
clear, and the nights are cool. As we approach the 
ancient barrier of this old country all the towns have 
remains of massive walls, and some have turrets ; 
one place in particular reminded me of a European 
castle. The names of the towns prove that they 
were forts or strongholds, and I have no doubt, like 
the corresponding places northeast of Peking, they 
were built as defences against the invasions of north-° 
ern barbarians. é 
On the 21st we arrived at Fa-Tong, which was the 
end of the first stage of our journey. This is one of 
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the largest cities in the province, and has some very 
fine shops and other indications of doing a good 
trade, but there seemed an unusual number of poor 
people in the streets. I had hoped to spend a few 
days here, but one day’s experience was sufficient 
to show me it would not be worth while. I had 
poor sales, and no one seemed to want anything to 
do with us. This was undoubtedly due to some 
ridiculous woodcuts representing a monster destroy- 
ing foreigners, that have been issued from one of the 
yamens. I saw them last month also at Lu-Arm-fu, 
in the south of the province. Nearly every shop has 
them pasted up, and they were for sale on the streets 
at three cash each. The reading states that heaven 
has sent protection from all barbarians, and that now 
China will enjoy everlasting peace. It only eats 
barbarians, but natives who have joined the bar- 
barians’ religion have also been injured. It is almost 
a wonder that we sold any books. The behavior of 
the people to me personally, however, was not per- 
ceptibly different from other times. 

We left this place on the 23d of July, and 
haying passed through the Great Wall at the Teh- 
Sheng pass, we sold several books at a large town 
just twenty 7% from the barrier. This region has 
been occupied by the Chinese for more than two 
hundred years, and some parts of it have been under 
cultivation, but the section through which our road 
passed has been a waste until last year, and it was 
pleasant to see good crops on what was so lately 
barren. Large herds of cattle and horses are also 
bred here, and a few Mongol encampments were 
seen. As our road turned to the westward we came 
upon the villages of the older settled country, where 
we found people able to read and willing to buy. 
The people, however, are poor; one reason is that 
a great deal of the land is owned by large proprietors 
and labor is poorly paid. Another reason is, perhaps, 
that many people, reduced to the lowest poverty, 
believe that if they can get beyond the barrier all 
will be well, and arriving without money or friends 
they find that ‘‘ gold is not to be picked up in the 
streets.’”’ Some of the valleys were decked with the 
most beautiful wild flowers I ever saw, while the air 
resounded with the song of the lark. 

I arrived at the most northern town of Shansi, 
Kwei-Hwa-Ch’eng, on July 29th, and remained there 
a few days. This place is in two parts, called the 
old and the new cities. The new city is Chiefly peo- 
pled by the officials, their followers, and Manchu 
soldiers, and like the Manchu city of Peking, the 
streets derive a homelike appearance from the pres- 
ence of well-dressed ladies and girls, who have far 
more liberty than their Chinese sisters. Here also 
the picture of the heaven-sent monster who eats and 
destroys foreigners, had arrived within a few days, 
and it seems a rather remarkable coincidence that I 
should’ have appeared almost simultaneously with 
this picture in several large cities. I commenced my 
return journey on the 8th, taking a road west of the 
one Icame by. Most of the towns and villages we 
now passed through have Mongol names, which cer- 
‘tainly seemed a pleasant change to one accustomed 
to the more harsh Chinese names. yy 

On the 12th we passed within the boundary of the 
Great Wall by the Sha-Hu pass, and put up at the 
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fu city of Shwa-P’ing, after being beyond the borders 
twenty days. The following day I spent at this city, 
and as there was a fair being held outside one of the 
gates I anticipated good sales, but they proved to be 
rather poor. The country here is more thickly popu- 
lated than outside the wall, and we sold a few copies 
in several villages and towns. Onyone occasion we 
stopped at a busy little town in a kind of mountain 
gorge where were three coal mines and some large 
potteries, but considering the industry of the place, 
the people seemed very poor and ignorant, although 
several purchased books. 

On the 19th we came to what might be called a 
deserted city named Ma-E. It was formerly a district 
city, but has been reduced for some cause or other, 
and now few people live there, although the remains 
of temples and public buildings showed a sign of 
former prosperity. In the evening of same day 
arrived at Shwa-Chow. This is a good-sized place, 
but as the Roman Catholics opened work near by a 
few years since, few people would have anything to 
do with us or our books, although they were not at 
all unfriendly. 

On the 29th I arrived again at T’ai-Yian-fu, the 
provincial capital, where the China Inland Mission 
and English Baptist Mission have been working for 
some seven or eight years. I was much grieved to 
learn that Mr. Rendell of the former Mission had died 
since our last visit, two months since, at which time 
he had given me a hearty welcome. 

This month, as in July, our sales have not reached 
1,000 books, and I have little doubt that the presence 
of the picture already referred to, has had no little. 
influence on the people and hindered our sales. 
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A PASTORAL CIRCULAR IN BRAZIL. 


Mr. Brown sends a translation from the Portuguese, 
of a circular recently issued by the vicar-general of 
the diocese of Marianna, in the province of Minas. 
A part of this we insert below, that the readers 
of the Record may see what opposition is made in 
Brazil to the circulation of the Scriptures. The im- 
mediate result of the circular has been the destruc- 
tion of a good many Bibles, and the embarrassment 
of the Society’s two colporteurs who have been at 
work in that province. But even this may be over- 
ruled for good. , 


ILLUSTRIOUS AND REVEREND SIR: 


In addition to the many evils which are already 
making us groan, and are leading souls to eternal 
perdition, there now appears anew snare and a 
new scandal. Emissaries of Protestantism are 
traversing this diocese with the malevolent intent of 
making proselytes, and planting heresy in the midst 
of this people, so faithful and so devoted to the 


Apostolic, Roman Catholic religion—the only true — 


one, and the one alone which can save us. For 
this end they sell and distribute books beautiful in ap- 
pearance, but designed to instil poison into the souls 
of the careless. Among these books they bring the 


Bible in the vernacular, without notes, without proper 


approval, and worse than all, mutilated; a book 
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which the Protestants abuse sacrilegiously in order to 
combat the truth. 

Your reverence knows that the holy church, for 
very sufficient reasons, prohibits the reading of the 
Bible in the common tongue, unless with notes made 
by the padres, because the divine book, when im- 
properly interpreted, is a cause of ruin and per- 
dition, just as strong remedies, if used indiscreetly, 
are the occasion of death. * * % 

I desire, therefore, that your reverence, before these 
bearers of error and heresy, procurators of the devil, 
shall arrive in your parish, should warn the faithful 
and prevent them from purchasing or receiving any 
of these books ; neither permit them on any pretext 
to listen to those who would rob them of the most 
precious and most necessary thing we have, viz., the 
true faith. If perchance they have already appeared, 
your reverence will endeavor to take the books 
from the heedless hands and burn and destroy 
them, teaching your people that they cannot read, 
talk about, give, sell, nor lend such books with- 
out incurring the wrath of God and eternal con- 
demnation. <3 3 2 

MONSENHOR SILVERIS GOMES PIMENTA, 


Vicar General. 
MARIANNA, June 13, 1885. 


——__—_ + * 


OPPOSITION TO THE BIBLE. 


The Montreal Witzess represents that in a recent 
discourse in Notre Dame Cathedral, Father Giband 
denounced the Bibles circulated by Protestants in the 
following terms: 

Protestants are very sociable and polite with their 
Bibles. They send their agents throughout-the 
country, such as colporteurs, Pointe aux Trembles 
theologians, renegades, and apostates, with tracts 
and Bibles ; azd now I repeat again, and I want to be 
understood, that the church forbids you to read those 
Bibles. If you have any of them in your house burn 
them ; and if you dowt want to burn them, bring 
them to me and I will burn them. 

We do not learn, however, of any efforts put forth 
by Romanists to substitute their own annotated 
Bibles for these which contain the simple word of 

~God without note or comment. Rome points its 
finger at the Bible which Protestants love, and offers, 
as of old, to burn it; but it makes no effort to see 
that a better version is in the homes of the people. 
And yet the Roman Catholic bishops who met in 
Baltimore in 1884, declared ‘‘that the most highly 
valued treasure of every family library, and that most 
frequently and lovingly made use of, should be the 
Holy Scriptures,” and expressed the hope that “ 
family can be found among us without a correct 
version of the Holy Scriptures.” 

One need not go far to find a reason for the bitter 

opposition which the Holy Scriptures receive at the 
‘hands of Romanists. Over and over again, not indi- 
viduals alone, but families and villages, reading the 
pure word of God have found there a purer morality 
than Rome has taught them, and a better way of 
access to the mercy-seat than its priesthood offers, 
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and have abandoned their old faith to become Bible 
Christians. In Canada, in Mexico, in Brazil, the 
tactics of the priests lead them to denounce and burn 
the Bible. In the United States they content them- 
selves with praising it, and mildly expressing the 
hope that every family is already supplied with a 
correct version, recommending among other versions 
the Douay, which has been “used by our forefathers 
for three centuries” and has been suitably annotated 
by learned men. 

But those who are at the front in the conflict with 
corrupted forms of Christianity have abundant evi- 
dence of the power and value of the printed page, 
even when, as it so often does, it goes in advance of 
oral instruction. The tract, the newspaper, the single 
Gospel, the New Testament,—what power they have 
to create an appetite for more! How often, like the 
star which the wise men saw in the East, they lead 
men on till they find Jesus, their Master and their 
King! 


a ee 


A SIGNIFICANT LETTER. 


The power of the printed page is. illustrated by a 
letter which an editor in San Paulo, Brazil, received 
from a young man residing in an interior town where 
no minister had been. 

Messrs, Editors: For some time past I have been 
reading with interest your paper, numbers of which 
have, from time to time, been lent me by a friend, 
who is a subscriber. This superficial reading has’ 
awakened in me a great desire to study more fr ' 
oughly these questions. 

At the head.of my bed I have placed a Bible 


me by a friend, who received it from a Protestant —— 


minister, his neighbor.. In its. pages I have sought 
light, and by its aid, and that of other works which 
treat of the subject, I have come to disbelieve entirely 
in the religion of Rome. 

What am I to do, now that my rhe is so changed? 
I must come to some conclusion. I must have some 
religion to which my faith can cling. It is plainly 
then my duty to apply myself to. the study of works 
which treat of the subject, seek the counsel of experi- 
enced teachers, and then, after a serious examination 
of all, frankly declare, “ This is my religion; here I 
take my stand.” 


eho 


GOD’S WORD USEFUL, WITHOUT NOTE 


OR COMMENT. 


A discussion is going on in China, respecting the 
usefulness of circulating the Scriptures in places 
where no living expositor can be relied on to ex- 
pound the meaning of the text. In response to a call 
for instances in which the Spirit of God has brought 
the truth to bear on the hearts of the heathen, through 
the printed page alone, the Rey. W. W. Royall, of the 
Methodist Episcopal Mission, South, communicates to 
the Chinese Recorder the incident which follows : 


A few months ago I was travelling in the country 
with another missionary brother. A Chinaman, who 
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had learned that two foreigners were at the inn, found 
his way there to see us, and to our surprise and de- 
light avowed his belief in Christianity. In answer to 
the question how he became a believer, he replied 
that some time ago, while visiting a friend, a Gospel 
fell into his hands, and he became greatly interested 
in it. He read it over and over again with increasing 
interest and admiration, till at length he became con- 
vinced of sin and his need of salvation, and was led 
by the Spirit to lay hold by faith on Christ, as pre- 
sented to him in that book. All this was the result of 
reading a single Gospel. He had never seen a for- 
eigner before, had never read any other Christian 
books, had never heard anyone expound the Scrip- 
ture. He appeared to be a very bright Christian, and 
showed a good acquaintance with the volume. It was 
our delightful privilege to hear him preach Christ to 
a large number of his own countrymen, who listened 
with unusual attention. Inthis he evinced a zeal and 
a knowledge of Scripture truths that might well do 
credit to many native preachers who have been for 
years more or less under the direct influence and tui- 
tion of the foreigner. We both thanked God for 
the grace which had changed this heathen into a 
believer and preacher of the gospel of the grace of 
God. 

I could mention other similar cases which have 
been related to me by other missionaries, and could 
tell of one or two mission stations which owe their 
existence, primarily and chiefly, to the distribution 
and unaided study of the word. 


nme 


vu THE MEN OF WHOM LUTHERS ARE 
MADE. 

In The foreign Missionary, Dr. W. W. Eddy, of 

Beirut, furnishes a new illustration of the power of the 
simple reading of the Bible, without any intercourse 
with Protestant teachers or books, to bring one out 
from the darkness of Papal superstition to the clear 
radiance of evangelical truth. 
' A Maronite orphan lad, born on Mount Lebanon, 
spent several years at Alexandria in a school under 
the control of the Papal Legate. Meeting in the street 
one day a Syrian who had a Bible which he wished to 
sell, he bought it of him and read it by stealth in the 
school until he had imbibed its teaching and its spirit. 
Coming to see clearly the errors of the system in 
which he had been nurtured, he gave up the use of 
his rosary in prayer. Punishment followed, and he 
was degraded to menial service in the kitchen. 

After this had continued several days, he was sum- 
moned by his superior and questioned as to the rea- 
son of his contumacy. A long discussion followed, in 
which arguments from authority were met by argu- 
ments from the Bible; and as the result, he was or- 
dered to leave the school at once, without even speak- 
ing to his fellow-students, lest with such a knowledge 
of the Bible he should corrupt the faith of them all. 

Returning to Syria, his mother and sister became 
enlightened, but his uncle, the village priest, after 
vainly attempting to win them back to the Maronite 
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faith, raised a storm of persecution which drove them 
all from the village. 

At Beirut the Maronite bishop professed a deep in- 
terest in him, and made tempting offers, but he de- 
clined the interview. Next a priest from the Jesuit 
College offered him a position as a teacher of secular 
studies, with a large salary. He ‘went, announcing 
openly that he was a Protestant. But upon his refu- 
sal to teach the Jesuit catechism and to take his pu- 
pils to mass on the Sabbath, he was informed that his 
services would be dispensed with; and so he is left 
without employment. 

Such the result of a Bible sold to a schoolboy in 


Egypt! 


+ + 


RUSSIAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


[The following article by M. Gorodetsky, who holds 
an appointment in the Rural Department of- the 
Ministry of the Interior at St. Petersburg, appeared 
in the Aiistorical Messenger for October, 1885, and 
has been translated from the Russian by George H. 
Prince, Esq., the Society’s correspondent in Russia. ] 


Sixteenth Annual Report of the imperial sanctioned 
Society for the dissemination of the Scriptures in 
Russia: 

In the January number of the current year we 
inserted a notice of the Society and its operations in 
1883. [See Bible Society Record, March, 1885.] The 
report of the Russian Bible Society for 1884 is now in 
print, from which it appears that the operations of 
the honorable society in that year are shown in the 
circulation of 69,531 copies of the Scriptures, which 
include 6,637 copies distributed gratis in schools, 
prisons, asylums, and to indigent persons; out of this 
total more than half were sold and given away by 
seven colporteurs, their two assistants, and one other 
in course of training for a colporteur ; from the forma- 
tion of the society to December 3iIst, 1884, have been 
circulated 970,891 copies. The time is not distant 
when the society will be able to show a circulation 
of a million of copies of the Scriptures. Thanks to 
the money aid received, of which a substantial con- 
tribution was made by an unknown lady who sent - 
3,000 francs from Paris, the society at the end of the 
year (1884) had for the first a balance in hand of 
more than 3,000 roubles. At the end of 1884 the 
society numbered 1,192 members, say twenty-nine 
active members (who have a voice in the delibera- 
tions) and 1,163 members, among whom are 432 eccle-_ 
siastics and seven colporteurs. 

Members of the society who have spread the Scrip- 
tures along the length and breadth of Russian soil, 
commencing at the western frontier of European 
Russia and extending to the remotest localities of 
Siberia, met everywhere with great sympathy and a — 
hearty welcome; though in traversing immense dis- _ 
tances they were subject to various bodily depriva- 
tions and inconveniences. The narratives of col- 
porteurs and correspondents contain remarkable 


‘instances of the beneficial influences of the dissem- 


ination of the Scriptures among the people. The 
ordinary Russians who can read and write bear testi- 
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mony to the truth of these narratives and communi- 
cations ; having the Scriptures they refrain from card- 
playing and drunkenness, and after a time abandon 
former vices and lament the fruitless killing of time 
in their former habits of life. Persons with some 
ability to read procure the gospels in large type and 
perfect themselves in reading this book, while the 
thoroughly illiterate on obtaining copies of the gos- 
pels learn to read, as is instanced in the Koloortvol- 
sky settlements, the Akmolinsky territories (in Eastern 
Siberia), and in the tailoring workshops of a St. 
Petersburg regiment. In villages the reading of the 
Scriptures carried by colporteurs meets with full 
attention from the entire community and leave very 
consoling traces. In some villages the elders make 
their children read the gospels on the eve of Sundays 
and holidays; in others the adults who can read and 
write assemble in a public place with their neighbors, 
much to the vexation of the dramshop keeper, whose 
“establishment’’? becomes vacant to the superior 
welfare of the people. In some villages in the Nov- 
gorod government, in consequence of the frequent 
Scripture readings among the villages, there is already 
observed a marked improvement in the people’s well- 
being; drunkenness has decreased, order has been 
introduced in rural affairs, and family feuds have come 
to an end. Further, among ‘he soldiery the Scrin- 
tures have had a visible influence, developing in them 
a spirit of self-sacrifice, as indispensable in military 
affairs as in a member of a Bible society. The com- 
mander of a Turkistan battalion openly states that 
owing to the influence of the Scriptures the soldiers 
become braver, more enduring, and patient warriors. 
In the village schools the Sciiptures not only exert 
an educational power, but give great gratification to 
the pupils. In order to magnify the importance of 
the Scriptures in the eyes of the scholars, some 
teachers give a copy as a reward of merit, or as a 
preparation for the sacrament. One cannot but 
accord full sympathy to this measure, which has an 
important consideration in the matter of education. 
Colporteurs and members of the society offered the 
Scriptures to heretics [dissenters]. These, our fellow 
countrymen, in spite of religious differences, looked 
with the greatest respect upon the books thus offered, 
and gladly bought copies of the gospels and Bibles 
in the Russian and Slavonian languages. In the 
same way the synod’s publications have reached the 
celebrated Kerjensky ascetics. [Found on the left 
bank of the Volga, described by the talented author 
Melnikoff in his novel, ‘In the Woods.” ] In view of 
this dissemination of the Scriptures among heretics, 
a correspondent expresses the idea that here is indi- 
cated the surest way to the reconciliation of hostile 
heresy with orthodoxy, because when all people 
become acquainted with the Bible, the source of 
Christian belief, heretical and orthodox pastors will 
esteem it unworthy of Christian truth to contend with 
and persecute one another for ancient ceremonial 
. rites. 
These instances of the beneficial work of the 
Russian Bible Society are quite sufficient to invite 
the wish that this useful institution may have the 
_ utmost success, for the good of our fatherland ; but 
for the more extensive activity of the society, de- 
_ pendent exclusively on contributions and_subscrip- 


a 
& 
* wy 


BrsLE SocrEty REcorRD. 9 


tions, it is indispensable to secure co-operation, if 
only by small money gifts, which are receivable by 
each member of the society and its colporteurs. 

M. GORODETSKY. 


DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 

ARKANSAS.—Another month has passed away very 
speedily. Newport, Jackson County.—Here I spent 
two evenings, preaching twice, and raising a collec- 
tion of three dollars. 

Batesville, Independence County.—I spent a Sab- 
bath there, preached twice in Presbyterian Church, and 
raised $15 15 donation ; collected from Independence 
County Bible Society for books, $31 50; could not 
hold anniversary, but arranged for it. So at Newport. 

Spent a Sabbath at Mount Holly, Union County; 
held anniversary, preached two sermons, donation 
$14, cash from sales, $8 96. 

Little Rock.—I spent third Sabbath with Rev. A. S. 
Hunt, D.D., Corresponding Secretary, who preached 
in the First Methodist Church. No collections. At 
night Rey. Dr. Hunt spoke in Grand Opera House 
to about 1,000 people. This was a grand effort, and 
will result, I trust, in great good to the cause. 

Hot Springs, Garland County.—Held anniversary. 
Rev. Dr. Hunt made Bible address to a good audience 
on Wednesday evening, and preached in same church 
on Thursday night. Donation to Bible cause, eight 
dollars. 

Pine Bluffs, Jefferson County.—Spent fourth Sabbath 
there with Rev. Dr. Hunt, who preached in the Pres- 
byterian Church ; donation, $24 55; who also delivered 
a Bible address in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South; donation, $17 55. 

Morrillton, Conway County—Attended Arkansas 
Conference, Meth. Episcopal Church, South, with 
Rev. Dr. Hunt, who preached at night, 26th inst., and 
addressed the conference on the morning of 27th, as 
well as myself. 


ILLINOIS AND WESTERN INDIANA.—The auxiliaries 
reporting for the past month are DeKalb, DuPage, 
and Putnam Counties, and Montebello Bible Society. 
These auxiliaries are in good working order and 
financial condition. They have each done consider- 
able canvassing in their respective fields during the 
year past, and each makes a donation to the American 
Bible Society. 


KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE.—I have attended five 
anniversaries, visited eleven auxiliary societies—some 
of which very much needed personal attention— 
attended one large, non-denominational Sunday 
school convention, and one Methodist annual con- 
ference. 

We had very pleasant and profitable anniversaries 
at Kuttawa, Lyon County, Ky., Somerville, Fayette 
County, Tenn., Jackson, Madison County, Tenn., 
Chattanooga, Hamilton County, Tenn., and Harrods- 
burg, for the Harrodsburg and Vicinity Bible Society. 

The canvass of the following counties has been 
finished during the month, viz.: Spencer County, Ky., 
and Lake and Green Counties, Tenn. : 
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MICHIGAN AND WISCONSIN.—The second Sabbath 
of the month was spent at Cadillac, Mich., for the 
purpose of reorganizing Wexford County Bible So- 
ciety. It had been nine years since a Bible meeting 
of any sort had been held. The meeting was in the 
Presbyterian Church, all the Protestant churches 
uniting. Your Superintendent addressed the meeting 
and received an offering from the people to the 
amount of twenty-four dollars. The interest mani- 
fested was very encouraging. 

The last Sabbath of the month brought to me the 
privilege of attending the Rock County Bible Society 
anniversary, which may be regarded in some par- 
ticulars the banner auxiliary of the district. Four 
congregations of the city united in the meeting, which 
was held in the Congregational Church. Addresses 
were made by Rev. Mr. Evans of the Court Street 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and your Superintendent. 
The pastors and the people gave evidence of con- 
tinued interest in and loyalty to the cause. The 
society repeated its good work by remitting fifty dol- 
lars as a donation to the work in the foreign field. 
It remitted $128 on purchase account, and took proper 
action to have its territory canvassed next summer at 
its own expense. 


Missouri.—On the first Sabbath of the past month 
I was 270 miles from St. Louis, at the anniversary of 
the Higginsville Bible Society; three of the eight 
Protestant churches are English, three are German, 
and two are colored; the German hold semi-annual 
Bible-meetings and give tone to the auxiliary. 

My fifth Sabbath was passed in Kirksville, Adair 
County. This auxiliary does not fail to meet each 
year on the last Sabbath in November, at I1 A.M., 
and all but one of the six churches are closed, and all 
the pastors are present. The scene and the services 
on last Sabbath were inspiring, as usual; the county 
has been twice canvassed; the second canvass in 1882 
by the American Bible Society, the auxiliary giving 
liberal aid; 2,700 families were visited, and 270 of the 
325 without a Bible were supplied. 


NEBRASKA, COLORADO, AND Wyominc.—The past 
month IJ have travelled 2,550 miles, delivered ten ser- 
mons and addresses for the Bible cause; I have writ- 
ten 197 letters, and been from home twenty-three days. 

I spent the first Sunday with the Johnson County 
Bible Society, at Tecumseh, Neb. Since my last visit 
to this society, the building in which the depository 
was kept had burned. with considerable loss to the 
society. The president of the society had moved to 
another State, and the treasurer had died. The sec- 
retary, a very efficient officer, made the necessary 
preparation for the anniversary, which was held in 
the Presbyterian Church. The pastors of the Pres- 
byterian, Methodist, and Universalist churches par- 
ticipated. ‘ 

The second Sunday I was with the York County 
Bible Society, at York, Neb. This is a model town, 
and we had a model meeting in the large new church 
of the Baptists; many had to leave for lack of room. 
The Methodists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, 
and Baptists united, and most of their pastors took 
part in the exercises, 

I preached morning and evening of the third Sun- 
day at the Central Presbyterian Church at Denver, 


Volume 31. 


Col. A contribution was made to the Bible cause of 
seventy-four dollars. The twenty-first anniversary of 
Arrapahoe County Bible Society, Col., was held on 
the following day. Mention should be made of the 
United Presbyterian Church of Denver. A very new 
organization, neither numerous nor wealthy, yet in 
addition to their contribution for the annual meeting, 
they had just previously donated Bibles to the value 
of twenty-five dollars to the Colorado State Prison. 


OuI0 AND EASTERN INDIANA.—The reports of the 
county agents show good results of hard work, though 
they had many discouragements. 

The reports of the colporteurs show a fair success, 
much better than one would expect after travelling 
over the country and hearing the complaints. 

I attended three anniversaries, the Wyandot County, 
the. Piketon and Vicinity, and the Greenfield and 
Vicinity societies, in Ohio. The Wyandot County 
meeting was a very enjoyable one and the means of 
increasing much interest. The Greenfield meeting 
was of decided interest. It was the first visit to the 
society on the Sabbath by your Superintendent. 
Besides a very cordial welcome and an attentive 
hearing given him in the churches, liberal responses 
to appeals for the good cause were made. 


Texas.—This month I attended two annual meet- 
ings of auxiliaries, that of Brenham and Red River 
County. Red River auxiliary was revived after many 
years of inactivity. It was first organized June, 1849, 
among the first in the State. Arrangements were 
made to put five colporteurs more into this field. 

I visited six annual conferences, viz.: the confer- 
ences of West, Northwest, and North Texas, of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South; the West and 
the Texas Conferences of the African Methodist Epis- 
copal Church; the Texas Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church ; also the Red River Presbytery of 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. Four of these 
bodies contributed to the funds of the American Bible 
Society the past year. All passed resolutions recom- 
mending their churches to co-operate with the Amer- 
ican Bible Society and take up collections for its 
work, i 


WEST ViIRGINIA.—The second Sunday of the month 
we held the fifth anniversary of the Greenbrier County 
Bible Society in the old-time stone Presbyterian 
Church at Lewisburg, near the famous White Sulphur 
Springs. It was acknowledged the best anniversary 
held for a series of years, resulting in a collection of 
$36 42. : 

The third Sabbath the twentieth anniversary of 
the Kanawha County auxiliary was held at the new 
Kanawha Presbyterian Church, the most spacious 
and elaborate in the city, with an overflowing attend- 
ance, addressed by representatives of the Charleston 
pulpit and bar and your Superintendent, resulting in 
a collection there and subsequently of over $roo. 
The fraternal co-operation of the pastors and churches _ 
in Charleston in behalf of the Bible cause is most 
hearty and sincere, : 

The actual receipts of the past month wil] bear. 
favorable comparison with any month of the present 
fiscal year. Southern West Virginia partakes largely — | 
of the Old Dominion type of culture, manners, hos- 
pitality, and generosity. he (2) es 
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BIBLE WORK. 
HOW A VILLAGE CHURCH IN NEW YORK DOES IT. 


The success of Bible work in Corona depended 
largely upon the local Bible society, which has been 
in existence nearly a year. Anexecutive committee, 
consisting of the pastor and five earnest Christian 
ladies, was appointed ; and the ladies having volun- 
teered to become canvassers, the village was divided 
into five sections, and one lady was assigned to each 
section. They went from house to house, taking 
orders for Bibles from a number who wished to buy, 
and giving good copies, in clear type, to families that 
were destitute. 

About two hundred calls were made, and the mem- 
bership of the society increased from fourteen to 
eighty-four, one canvasser bringing in thirty new 
names. The initiation fee is twenty-five cents for 
each new member. 

We commenced our work with a five-dollar gold 
piece given by ‘‘a friend,’ and now have twenty-five 
dollars in the treasury, and that too after having spent 
more than twenty dollars for Bibles and sent seventy- 
five dollars to the Parent Society,in one year. This 
Bible work seems to interest every one; and the 
queer thing about it is, that the more the Corona 
Bible Society does the richer it becomes. 

A new plan was adopted for the last Bible collec- 
tion of the church: a large envelope was addressed 
to each family in the congregation; in this was puta 
smaller one, directed to the church ; and again inside 
of that were placed as many little envelopes as there 
were children in the family. The idea was to give 
each one, even the smallest child, a chance to give. 
Two boys were appointed as letter carriers, and two 
girls as letter collectors. The envelopes were left, 
after delivery, a week at the homes, and then the girls 
collected them. This collection was quite essential, for 
people will sometimes forgot to bring them to church. 

Meanwhile, I must mention that Dr. Gilman, Secre- 
tary of the American Bible Society, delivered a very 
interesting address in the church, on “ Bible Work in 
Bible Lands,’ using a large map of the Levant. 

Our donation was more than doubled by the new 
plan. One little girl went on errands to earn money 
for the Bible cause. One envelope contained eight 
small ones, with money in each. In this way that 
family gladly gave $2 40, when their usual _donation 
might have been half a dollar. It is a plan worth 
trying. : W. JAy PEcK. 
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MONMOUTH COUNTY BIBLE SOCIETY, N. J. 


The sixty-eighth anniversary of the Monmouth 
County Bible Society was held in the Presbyterian 
Church at Shrewsbury, on the 5th of November, 1885. 
At the morning session a sermon of great power 
was delivered by Prof. J. G. Lansing, of Rutgers’ 
Theological Seminary. In the afternoon a second 
meeting was held and an address was made by Sec- 
retary Hunt of the American Bible Society. The 
day was one long to be remembered, and it is 
believed that new inspiration was given to the Bible 
cause in this field which will produce permanent 
results. The success of the anniversary is largely due 
to the efforts of the Rev. J. P. Brokaw, of Freehold. 
ee A 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


THE BiBLE.—No fragment of an army ever survived 
so many battles as the Bible; no citadel ever with- 
stood so many sieges ; no rock was ever battered by 
so many’hurricanes and so swept by storms. And 
yet itstands. It has seen the rise and downfall of 
Daniel’s four empires. Assyria bequeaths a few muti- 
lated figures to the riches of our national museum. 
Media and Persia, like Babylon which they conquered, 
have been weighed in the balance, and long ago found 
wanting. Greece faintly survives in its historic fame; 
and iron Rome of the Cesars has long since ceased 
to boast. And yet the book that foretells all this still 
survives. While nations, kings, philosophers, systems, 
institutions, have died away, the Bible engages now 
men’s deepest thoughts, is examined by the keenest 
intellects, stands revered before the highest tribunals, 
is more read and sifted and debated, more devoutly 
loved and more vehemently assailed, more defended 
and more denied, more industriously translated and 
freely given to the world, more honored and more 
abused, than any other book the world ever saw. It 
survives all changes, itself unchanged ; it moves all 
minds, yet is moved by none; it sees all things decay, 
itself incorruptible; it sees myriads of other books 
engulfed in the stream of time, yet is borne along till 
the mystic angel shall plant his foot upon the sea and 
swear by Him that liveth for ever and ever that time 
shall be no longer.—Z. WV. Lane. 


THANK GOD FOR THE BIBLE. 


Thank God for the Bible, whose clear shining ray 
“ Has lighted our path, and turned night into day; 
Its wonderful treasures haye never been told, 
More precious than rubies, set round with pure gold. 


Thank God for the Bible! in sickness or health, 

It brings richer comforts than honor or wealth, 

Its blessings are boundless, an infinite store ; 

We may drink at its fountain, and thirst nevermore, 


Thank God for the Bible sent down from above, 
Revealing to mortals God’s infinite love; 

A fathomless sea with its bright shining shore 
Where the glorified dwell.and are safe evermore, | 


Thank God for the Bible—vich treasures untold 

Are laid up in store in its city of gold, 

That beautiful home of the saved and the blest 

Where no sorrow can come, where the weary find rest, 


Thank God for the Bible! how dark is the night 
Where no ray from its pages sheds forth its pure light ; 
No Jesus, no Bible, no Hcayen of rest— 

Oh how could we live, were our lives so unblest ! 


There are millions who wander in darkness to-day, 
No Jesus, no Bible, no knowledge to pray; 
God heip us to feel, and to act, in his sight, » 


To render our thanks, now, by giving them light. 
—iM. H.W. 


IN the time of King Edward the First, of England, 
the price of a Bible was thirty-seven pounds sterling. 
A laboring man then received for his work a penny 
and a half a day; from which it may easily be reck- 
oned that a laboring man could not have purchased a 
Bible at that time without paying the earnings of more 
than eighteen years. It is quite within limits then to 
say, that to the man who receives one dollar a day for 
his work, the Bible costs twenty-two thousand times 
less than it did in the days of Edward the First. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The stated meeting of the Board of Managers was 
held at the Bible House, on Thursday, January 7th, 
1886, Robert Carter, Esq., Vice-President, in the 
chair, 

Secretary Hunt conducted the religious services. 

The committee appointed to inform Judge Fancher 
ot his election to the Presidency of the Society, re- 
ported that he had signified his acceptance of the 
office. The correspondence regarding the matter 
was submitted, and it was directed that it be pub- 
lished in the Bible Society Record. 

The portrait of the late Dr. S. Wells Williams, 
painted by Professor John W. Weir, and left by him- 
self as a legacy to the Society, was received by the 
Managers, and resolutions of grateful appreciation 
were adopted. 

The foreign correspondence of the month included 
letters from Dr. Bliss, relating to arrangements for 
the supply of the Bulgarian troops with Scriptures ; 
from Dr. Gulick, mentioning the noteworthy success 
of Mr. Protheroe in selling 3,446 volumes of Scrip- 
ture to students undergoing examination in Nanking; 
from Mr. Loomis, giving an account of his visit to 
Corea, and of a demand from Tientsing for Corean 
Scriptures; from Mr. Prince, with interesting state- 
ments of colportage in Siberia and among the Russian 
soldiers on the frontier; from Mr. Milne, on the eve 
of his departure for Venezuela; from Mr. McKim, 
respecting his work in several towns in Southern 
Cuba; from Mr. Erikson of Stockholm, with a report 
of Bible distribution in 1885; from Mr. Brown of 
Brazil, relating new instances of opposition to the 
circulation of the Bible; and from Dr. Wright of 
London, announcing that a committee would be 
organized in Lisbon before long for the purpose of 
making a new version of the Bible in Portuguese. 

Grants and consignments of books were made for 
circulation at home and abroad, the aggregate value 
of which was about $6,000, and funds to the amount 
of $1,303. 

Two societies were recognized as auxiliaries in 
Kansas, and one in each of the States of Arkansas, 
Nebraska, and North Carolina. 

The total receipts for the month of December were 
$39,893 46. The total of the Scriptures issued from 
the Bible House during the same period were 93,641 
volumes. 
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The Record appears in a new, and it is thought, a 
becoming dress. In August, 1818, the Society issued 
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the first number of the “ Quarterly Extracts from Cor- 
respondence.”’ For twenty-five years the “ Extracts” 
were issued, either quarterly, bi-monthly, or monthly, 
in an octavo pamphlet. The title was changed to the 
“Bible Society Record,” in November, 1843, but its 
form continued the same until July, 1849. It was 
then issued in the form and style of a newspaper 
until January, 1856, when the series began of which 
this number is a continuation. 

We take occasion to express our grateful acknowl- 
edgments to the many Christian workers in all parts 
of the land who have been pleased to commend the 
Record for its fresh and valuable presentation of facts 
about the work of God among many peoples. The 
Bible Society Record has but a single theme, yet this 
theme is great, and will never grow old. 
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PORTRAIT OF DR. S. WELLS WILLIAMS. 


The hall in which the Managers of the Bible Society 
hold. their stated monthly meetings is rich in mem- 
ories and suggestions of the past. The sides of the 
room are lined with cases full of volumes which illus- 
trate the work which has been done in varied ways 
at home and abroad during the threescore and ten 
years which have passed since the Society began its 
organic life, and on the walls above are hung the 
portraits of those who from time to time have 
presided over the deliberations of the Board, or 
have been conspicuous in the conduct of its work. 
Boudinot, Jay, Varick, Smith, Frelinghuysen, and 
Bradish represent its Presidents ; Mason and Milnor, 
its Secretaries ; Pintard and Nitchie, its departments 
of finance and manufacture; while the portraits of - 
Bexley, Teignmouth, and Shaftesbury are constant 
reminders of a close alliance with the kindred society 
beyond the sea. 

Of its more recent Presidents, Mr. Linden Dr. Allen, 
and Mr. F. T. Frelinghuysen, the Society, unfortu- 
nately, has no portraits; but the late Dr. Williams, 
shortly after being elected to the presidency, an- 
nounced his intention of having his portrait painted 
by some skilled hand and presented to -the Society. 
That purpose has reached its consummation, and the 
painting, by Prof. John F. Weir, N.A., of the Yale 
College Art School, was formally aed by the 
Board at the last meeting. It is of life-size, repre-_ 
senting Dr. Williams as standing and holding in his 
hand a copy of the Chinese and American treaty of 
1856, in the negotiation of which he had a part, while. 
a table near by holds a Chinese vase, with writing 
implements and manuscripts. Certain characters. 
faintly delineated in the background are a Chinese 
poem in praise of the vocation of a scholar. 

It is interesting to note that up to the time of his 
death, Dr, Williams had been for half a century the © 
living link between Dr. Robert Morrison and the 
generation of missionaries who followed him; and 

; af 
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included in his gifts to the Society is a framed en- 
graving, which bears the following inscription : 
NEw HAVEN, Nov. 2, 1881. 

This engraving of Robert Morrison engaged in his 
work of translating the Bible once belonged to him. 
After his death in 1834, his son, John Robert, gave it 
to the Mission of the American Board at Canton, then 
consisting of Messrs. Bridgman, Stevens, Williams, and 
Parker. Three of these having left or died, it fell to 
me as a cherished souvenir of the two Morrisons. 
The Chinese who stands in the picture, Mr. Chau, 
was also my assistant for a year or more; his likeness 
is very exact. 

I give this picture to the American Bible Society 
as a memento of the two Morrisons and myself. 

S. WELLS WILLIAMS. 

At the instance of Mr. A. D. F. Randolph, the 
following Minute was adopted by the Board of Man- 
agers: _ 

On occasion of receiving the beautiful portrait of 
the late S. Wells Williams, LL.D., a former President 
of the American Bible Society, which by his own 
direction and during his lifetime was painted ex- 
pressly for the Society—the Board of Managers record 
anew their high appreciation of this eminent mission- 
ary and scholar, and their great satisfaction that they 
and their successors in office are to have constantly 
before them so fit a memorial of one whose mission- 
ary life in China began before that dark land was 
open to the entrance of the gospel, and whose last 
will and testament, made fifty years later, devised 
liberal things for the circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures throughout that empire. 

It is directed that the painting referred to be hung 
on the walls of the Managers’ Room, amidst other 
portraits of distinguished men who have taken part 
in the earlier and later management of the Society’s 
affairs, and that.a copy of this Minute be forwarded 
to the son of Dr. Williams, and published in the 
Bible Society Record. — 

In advocacy of the adoption of this Minute, Mr. Ran- 
doiph spoke substantially as follows: 

It is unusual for a public institution to receive a por- 
trait of one of its benefactors under precisely these 
circumstances. The more common method is to re- 
quest an officer or benefactor to sit for his portrait ; 
and perhaps it might be said—for this is indeed a hard, 
materialistic age—by one destitute of that fine fibre 
essential to comprehend the high motives that impel- 
led the act, that it was, after all, but the result of an 
ambitious purpose to perpetuate the name of the 
donor. 

No one who knew Dr. Williams i in his earlier or his 
later life, no one at all familiar with the great princi- 
ples which controlled all his actions, would attribute 
to him any such unworthy motive. 


There is indeed a touch of pathos in the thought _ 


_ that our venerated friend in the days of his enforced 
leisure planned and perfected this additional gift to 
our Society. He was long and intimately connected 
with various societies of learning ; ; he was the friend 
and correspondent of many wise and distinguished 
‘men connected with these institutions, but not of 

ese did he think in such a connection as this, when 
hs eyes began to turn more frequently Ss the 
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border-land ; for this Society ever lay nearer to his 
heart than the institutes of science and philosophy. 
He did not so plan that this product of the painter’s 
art should adorn the galleries of one of those, but 
rather that it should be placed on these sequestered 
walls beyond ‘‘the madding crowd’s ignoble strife.” 
Himself a versatile scholar, a linguist, and a lexico- 
grapher, a statesman, philanthropist, and a man of 
affairs, he was in full sympathy with all the develop- 
ments of human intelligence and human advance- 
ment, with a wise appreciation of each progressive 
movement of his time. Yet he ever set a priceless 
value on the one Book, the Book of God, in the clear 
light of which he had continually walked, out of 
which he had ever drawn the wisdom and strength 
that had enabled him in a long, eventful, and busy 
life, to rejoice with hope, and to “endure as seeing 
Him who is invisible.” 

An American writer has said that the best gift to 
one whom you love is something that is a part of 
yourself. So our departed friend, in this precious and 
fitting legacy, has given us another proof not only of 
his loyalty to the history and work of this Society, 
but of his undying love for it. 


ONE OF THE SECRETARIES IN THE 
SOUTH. 

Secretary Hunt made a full report to the Managers 
at their last meeting of his late visit to Arkansas and 
Texas, but the crowded state of our columns for- 
bids more than the mention of a few facts. Bible 
meetings were held in Little Rock, Pine Bluff, and 
Hot Springs, Arkansas; and in Galveston, Houston, 
and Brenham, Texas. The Secretary addressed the 
Arkansas and Texas Conferences of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South, the Texas and West. Texas 
Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the 
Texas Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and the Arkansas Conference of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. The two bodies 
last named spontaneously expressed the opinion that 
the best way to show their interest in the Bible cause 
was not to pass commendatory resolutions only to » 
forget them when they reached their homes, but to 
take a collection on the spot, and this they proceeded 
to do—making SEES offerings according to their 
ability. 

One of the most interesting incidents which oc- 
curred in Texas during this visit was the receipt of 
a formal application for the grant of a Bible for the 
pulpit of the Janes Memorial Church, recently erected 
in the very place where Bishop Janes was mobbed ‘in 
1859. The Board very gladly responded to the re- 
quest, and intelligence has been -received that the 
Bible has reached its eeeges safely. 


Societies Recognized as Auxiliary, ola 1886. 
With Names and Post Office Addresses of Corresponding Secretaries, 
Okolona B.§., Ark., J. J. Young, Okolona. 

Ford Co. B. s. Kan., N. B. Klaine, Dodge City. 
Wamego & Vicinity B. S., Kan., H. A. Kimmell, Wamego. 
Arlington B. §S., Neb., Henry Reekmeyer, Arlington. 

Mt. Prospect & Bethlehem B. 8. N. OK P P. Wis Plyler, 
~ Mt. Prospect. 
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Deceased Members. 
Rev. Thomas 8. Malcom, Pliladelphia, Pa. 
Rey. Alexander Blaikie, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rev. Wm. T. Van Doren, Washington, D. C. 
Frederick A. Marquand, New York. 
Hon. B. Gratz Brown, Kirkwood, Mo. 
Prof. Edwin D. Sanborn, Hanover, N. H. 
Rev. George W. Terry, Lima, N. Y. 
Rey. Ellis J. Newlin, D.D., Perth Amboy, N. J. 
Rev. Frederick J. Jackson, Nyack, N. Y. 
Rev. Oscar H. Gregory, M.D., West Troy, N. Y. 
Rey. Joseph M. Scott, Point Pleasant, W. Va. 
Rev. 8. L. Finney, Morgantown, W. Va. 
Mrs. John C. Smith, Washington, D. C. 
Robert Oliver Colt, Babylon, L. I., N. Y. 
Rey. Winthrop H. Phelps, New York. 
William Barbour, New York. 
Benjamin F, Prior, Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 
Ashbel Woodward, M.D., Franklin, Conn. 
John Allan, Newport, R. I. 
Rey. Arthur O. Brickman, Baltimore, Md. 
Charles N. Fearing, New York. 
Ezra White, New York. 
Rey. Robert Nall, D.D., Jackson, Tenn. 
Mrs. Jane A. Pruyn, Albany, N. Y. 
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New Societies and Committees formed............... Kf 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 155 
Letters. R6Dbs-osion. x ete ne castea nse Se ewe eating see neers 1,658 
Miles travelled on official duty.............--.++-e00-- 19,902 
Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause $1,496 87 


Summary of Bible Distribution in November, by 94 
Colporteurs and 18 County Agents reporting. 


Colporteurs. Co. Ag’ts. 
Days Of GGrvice..sssscon ene scnne sab sce vrina-ieeis 1,842 470 
Miles travelled) .12..ccstnss cer nese eewaceaaes 24,629 4,855 
Families visited by them................. «- 25,548 6,155 
Families found without a copy of Scriptures 2,846 937 
Families supplied by sale or gift............ 2,203 678 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 1,105 464 
Nutnber of books sold. 25.2 -.0c2 ssceesns ease 8,784 1,209 
Value of bodks sold=.jcsas.. 22h id eee $3,913 31 $458 70 
Number of books distributed gratuitously. 2,207 568 
Value of books distributed gratuitously... $595 78 $145 52 
Contributions received.....-............e008 $457 00» =8$798 11 


——— 


Summary of 47 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socte- 
ties, received in December, 1885. 


Jacob Harman, Independence, Ind. Receipts from sales in twelve months i oe $3,657 62 
Alanson Judson, Gloversville, N. Y. Receipts from collections and donations....-...---- 3,825 31 
Rev. A. J. Van Wyck, Casnovia, Mich. Paid American Bible Society on book account...... 3,738 44 | 
Matthias Abbott, New York. Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 2,227 10 
Azel 8. Roe, East Windsor, Conn. Expended on their own fields...........-...2.sseee00+ 1,912 46 
Mrs. H. L. P. Miles, Deposit, N. Y. Valite Of DOORS: GGHRICG. « - en ooo wc acs aces ieee rere 665 47 
Rey. John W. Hall, D.D., Covington, Ky. Value of stock on hand at date as See rahe ee aoe cae sees 7,015 38 
te No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations 12 
Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports for Collecting and distributing Agents employed........ i, 12 
he aearaet M b 88 Families: visited by thems... atcc nd on4 sbian ane ms sea 17,746 
ane ath of November, 1885. Hamilies found destitute..vi.3-s..s ccs seaseewre sence 2,459 
N umber of District Superintendents reporting...... 16 Destitute families supplied..............--s2esesee0ee 2,094 
Auxiliaries, Branches, "6t@.5) Visited sarees vse -wicisic ceive 105 Destitute individuals supplied in addition............ 299 
Anniversaries attended. 2... ci... ceed wee sescbeccsne 47 Sabbath and other schools supplied..................- : 
RECHIPTS IN DECEMBER, 1885, Seats Mrs. M. W., Allegheny, Pa... $30 00 Conference Afr. Meth. Ep. Zion Ch.. = pH 
es eed, Mrs. Dr., Kansas City, Mo..... 5 00 Caddo Circuit, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.. 
FOR GENERAL PURPOSES. Wilde, Mrs. Eleanor, Walker, Iowa... 5 00 Texarkana Circuit, M.E.Ch. South 50 
Wright, Rey. E., St. Louis, Mo........ * 200 Carlisle, Meth Ep. Ch.South.......... 25 
Ano Dl SHIN op Nisa cemnere : 4 E 
a pula oie e ain a +t 0  -Wisbes, Bete R. Mincuurts...63c.0..: 1400 Colored Meth. Ep. Conf. of America 5 60 
GE a ee Mare ae , 1,000 00 Wickes, Julia P.,Poughkeepsie,N.Y. 3000 Tulip Circuit, Meth. Ep. Ch.South.... 455 
A Friend, Georgetown, D. re donate nee é 100 Zadock and Jemima Rogers Fund.... 500 00 Bethesda Circuit, Meth. Ep. Ch. South 1 00 
es Evening Shade, Meth. Ep. Ch. South 5 70 
tiga Bdeon, Toloda, Oho. 8 .- oi ee es $2,629 90 Jonesboro Dist.,Meth.Ep.Ch.South.. 220 
Collection at Northfield and Dundas, i$ f 
MAGA «wig Bee nictncene ite tend 1559 Chapman, Elihu, late of Westbrook, Argo and Wheat ers Ch: 42 12 
Celene at Faribault, Minn a 20 00 Ct eee eee eee eee ee ee 2,000 00 9g g ~ hs i ay e * 
« through Rey. W. H. Ver- ; Hubbard, Maria, late of Northamp- CONNECTICUT. 
nor, Dist. Sup’t., ArK...... Foe pee 44 40 DONT MG GSU mated ewes ade eateaeee ee 200 00 Roxbury and Washington, M.E. Chs.. 3 00 
Chitty, Mrs. Marshall, Mo............. 109 Stewart, Archibald, late of Indiana Woodbury, Meth. Ep. Ch........-.+++5 400 
Campbell, Mrs. Wm. H., Washington, Ona Bis gorda Gebne so +s sccmbes Sau 600 00 West Hartford, Cong. Ch..... Pee ee 16 94 
IN Oper enakc aie bce es, een iso 09 - Pierce, John, late of Proctersville, ; GEORGIA 
Emery, William P., Flemington, Lie 80 00 CO Giiinis eean wage Coe v's Scele slain ee 500 00 : 3 
Edgar, Prof. J. M., Fayetteville, Ark. 500 Frey, James H., late of Baltimore, pes = aie ee eh a4 ar 3 ae 
Ely, Ambrose Ke New York..: aio B 500 00, Merce ence e res eeeeresceeeenrecenvens 81 25, Piel a a Ee pie wee pe 1 00 
Easterly, Edward 0., Rockford, Il.. 109 Howes, Lucy T., late of Ashfield, EN er tot ae 
Groce, Ise Lucy: M. Grean Hit, NORA ccna caida vats» ign tater ok 100 00 © - Lawrenceville, Meth. Ep. Ch........... 1.00 
Worcester, Mass........s.ececeseeees ~ 30 00 aria Mary, late of Princeton, INDIANA. 
Glass, Rey. W. L., Rockdale, Texas... 11 00 eS Deane aic Me Et Ns SSS ¢ USS BSNS Be ARIS 1,122 69 Posey County, German Ey. Zion Ch. 
Huntington, Wm. Hartford, Ct...... 100 Jagger, Alanson, late of Windham, a ppt ce) noi 
Hulburd, Hiram. Chicago, i Taee es 10. 00 SUE wicsie ainalais a Aainidie'<'s.e gated akon weee 851 21 ~ ig 
Hills, Clarissa, Washua, ca: ee ee es 500  Tickner, Mrs. Abi, late of Catskill, piel hadley Ae pes peg 
Hunt, Mrs. E. M., Trenton, N. B i of fe 80 00 Ne XY Reem eee rere nee e ners acerca ee eases 279 Ur MICHIGAN. 
Hening, Mrs. R. H., West Superior, Woodard, Rebecca cG., late of Che- Ispeming, Meth. Ch..... duadtdavielsantente 5 6 00 
WIS oR Misi y Si psa een. 500 _ BANEO CO., Nv Vo. eseevereseseeeeess 8,728 7 BARRO. OB. sere as oye nnsinns ang, AiO 
“In Memoriam,” Somerville, N.J... 1000 Barnes, Catharine, late of Pough- MINNESOTA. 
Lloyd’s, Mrs., Sunday School Class, BOGDSbGy IN. Mx niey coves cacetenrne coeey, 25 00 Lakeland, Cong. Ch......... 150 
OTAGO) Ne I. .cdeccveeseesseeee Che ere Ore, TULARE AS oy Malone, Hastings, Meth. Ep. Ch.......+.++- 5 90. 
Masterton, William BE, Cuieacia: eo Levcecvecncces sees . * 87 60 He Fraibae q 
ona LAC Cie CREAR ac pect Andrew We late of # Monson, Beiee ee srt ee se 
Ormsted, Jane, Tronton, Ohio... Si, 5 00: MARS. ee seec eg eeet eee ee een een tenes > 800 00 Vasa, Evang. Luth. Church........... 15 02 
AD MASS So. v0 shin dis pin a tela die WPearerens 45 00 9,275 56 MISSOURI : : 
Phelps, Miss E. P, Monmoit,t Abe. $808, Chur oe 
Roosa, H. I., Monticello, N. Y......., 50 CEURCH COLLECTIONS. when. rity ae Tin on 
Rogers, Eli F:, Branford, Ct.......... 80 00 ARKANSAS. a. : pans cue A 
Stauffer, C. F., Berne, Ind............ 5.00 Batesville, Pres. Ch..........sceccecee0. 18 1B ar EE NG y 
oats , Dr. James, Rancivelo, South Newport, Meth. Ep. Ch......... 3 00 Acquackanonck, Ref. Ch. Of.......... 206 00 
UDB... seesssseseseessecearseceeeees 8500  Powhattan, Meth. Ep. Ch. South...... 10 NEW YORK : 
South, Rey. H. W., Corsicanna, Texas 50 Brinkley, Meth. Ep. Ch. South......... 840 Berkshire, Cong. Ch.....ccs00000- 30 00 
Skey, Mrs. M. and G. W., San Fran- Pine Bluff, Meth. Ep. Ch. South...... 1785 Liberty, Meth. Ep.Ch................. 10.00 
GISCOW CED ise cccsdvatswev seh evden itvats 5 00. Coe OS APNG Hy Oa ine settee GES 2455 New York,Ludlow St.Pres.Sun.Sch. 500 


January, 1886. 


Troy, Woodside Pres. Ch............. #1 00 

aPSDstiG, PTGS, CNS... 6... esc case sce uee 80 00 

Poughkeepsie, Second Ref. Ch........ 61 28 

Waddington, Scotch Pres. Ch......... 50 50 

Lockport, First Pres. Ch..........c.00% 20 00 

Bay Shore, Meth. Ep. Ch......  ...... 5 00 

NORTH CAROLINA. 
Buffalo, Pres. Ch., Moore Co........ 12 §8 
OHIO. 

Cuyahoga Falls, Cong. Ch............. 3 65 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

East Brady, Meth. Ep. Ch 8 15 
RHODE ISLAND, 

Providence, Pilgrim Cong. Ch......... 28 52 

TEXAS. 
West Texas Conf., M. E. Ch. South.. 150 
N. W. Conference, M. E. Ch. South.. 20 70 
Southern German Conference, Meth. 

POCA SORE oven tvcélea sche ce eene 15 00 
WEST VIRGINIA. 

Cherry Camp, Meth. P. Ch............ 418 

G73 53 

AVAILS OF SALES BY THOSE TO WHOM 


BOOKS HAVE BEEN GIVEN. 


Cong. Sunday School, York, Neb..... 6 00 
Rey. Arthur B. Cort, St. George, Utah 68 00 
“ W.L. Griffith, Winsboro, Texas 7 00 
“ ¢.G.Shutt, Mountain Peak, Tex. 21 50 
“ G.S. Wyatt, Arlington, Texas... 10 00 
“ Otto Riebe, Schulenburg,' Texas 9 90 
122 40 

AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 

Credited Credited 

as Donation. on Account. 
IPOD, TOWR i ciccccccscaccce $41 50 
Arapahoe Co., Col. 19 00 166 85 
Albany Co., N. Y.... 208 70 
Anderson Co., Ks.... 5 40 00 
Anderson Co.,S. C........... 83 03 
Antelope Bible Com., Neb.. 10 65 
Albion, Mich....... aerieasaes 46 55 
Bradley Co., Tenn... 25 00. 
Blackford Co., Ind.. _ 24:16 
Butler Co., Iowa... 9 50 
Boulder Co., Col... oe 41 56 
Benton Co., ArK............ 7 83 
rows CO., WIS, . 0c. secs. 47 16 
Brown Co., Ill...... 84 82 
Barry. Co., Mich * 14 00 
Crawford Co., Iowa.......... 68 17 
Chippewa Co., Wis....... .. . 46 00 
PORE Oc, FLW so cest-omnnnsrs os 2 65 
RIAETOH CO KY... oc.ctocccce 45 88 
Covington & Vicinity, Ky... 75 00 
Clay Co., Dak.....< Rates sete 3 50 
Caldwell Co., Mo.. 28 00 
Childersburg, Ala.. 26 80 
Cloud Co., Ks...... 12 00 

California......<... 1,000 00 
Clinton Co., N. Y.... af 66 25 
Cedar Falls, Iowa............ 1 50 
Cincinnati Yo’Men’s, Ohio.. 106 00 
- 58 74 
ms 892 18 
Christian Co., Ill...... ee 5 81 
Dawson Co., Mon............ 15 90 
Delphos & Vicinity, Ohio... 22 05 
- Dickinson Co., Iowa...... aie vie) 
_ Dearborn Co., Ind... 80 00 
Duck River, Tenn.... 17 70 
Dakota Co., Minn...... 4 65 
Darlington Bible Com., Wis. 24 18 
DeKalb Co., Ind...........< es 24 90 
Dekalb Co., Ill... - 25 00 9 25. 
Dalton, N. Y....... 47 30 
_ Deep River, Conn.. 21 50 
_ Eaton Co., Mich.. 15 08 
_ Eau Claire Co., Wis 88 03 
_ Effingham Co., Ga. 2 25 
_ Flatonia, Texas.. s 28 42 
_ Fenton, Mich...... 525. 
Fulton Co., Ohio... e - 102 00 
Fayette Co., Ind... a ‘28 84 
Fayette Co., Ill...... 600 4160 
Fayette Co., W. Va.... 5 05 
LBatryiow) Tks ccss seae ceeds t0 49 68 


BisLe Socrety’ REcoRD 


SPOROGT OHNE), Gils ce 'shiewsee sis ats 
Gadsden Co., Fla 
Garland Co., Ark,. 
tibson Co., Tenn.... 

Grundy Co., Il...... nied 
Garrard Co., KY... ccces.seves 
Gallatin Co., Il 
Green Co., Mo 
Galena, Ill 


Green GO. Tick svascsieesnes 
Hudson, Mich.......... 

Hamblen Co., Tenn 
Hicksville & Vicinity, Ohio 
Hope & Vicinity, Ark........ 
Harrodsburg & Vic., Ky..... 
Harris Co., Texas.........s00. 
Hamilton Co., Tenn. ....... 
Hot.Springs, Ark............ 
Henry CO. MO i ieisingas cevidee 
Henry Co., Iowa............. 
MeOry OG. LU ocaccodos vv cames 
Independence Co., Ark..... 
Jonesville, Mich............. 
Jasper Co., lowa...........08 
Johnstown Welsh, Penn.... 
Jefferson Co., N. Y.......... 
Johnson Co,, Nel..........08 
Jefferson Co., Ala... 
Jessamine Co., Ky... 
Jefferson Co., Ark 
Kanawha Co., W. Va 


Knoxville, Tenn........ 


Kent Co., Mich.... 
Kalamazoo, Mich............ 
YOR CO... Bye ncn:qnntanees vpn 
Lafayette Co., Wis.......... 
HOC COs, Are a. cccssyceackwnte 


Louisville & Vicinity, Ky... 
Lucas Co., Ohi0......0.. 68008 
Sawing. Texasi.ptasccise. oes 
McVean Bible ee Mich.. 


Merced & Pelee, Cale... a 
Massachusetts..............+ 


Monmouth Co., N. J. 
Montgomery Co., N. Y 
Mercer Co., Ohio 
Montgomery Co., Ind 
Madison Co., Tenn.......... 


Mount Holly, Ark sae 
MUETCED COw Uitvincpecses tecc ne 
Monroe’ Cos N.Y 2. «5202s cxee 
MeLean Cos Blin cectscs sence 
Morgan €o., EV... 3. .0.ssee. ; 
Mecklenburg Co., N.C...... 
Mount Prospect, N.C....... Fi 
Maysville & Mason Co., Ky. 
Mooresville,Bible Com., N.C. 


Muscatine Co., lowa........ « 
Mount Morris, N.Y.......... 
North Bast; Patents, tase 
New Bedford, Mass.......... 
New Castle & Vicinity, Ky.. 
Nashville, Tenn. ./..02. 20.34. 
Northfield & Vicinity, Minn. 


Norcross, Ga.. 
Nemaha Co., Neb.-........... 


eee tee eeeeeee 


Olmsted Co., Minn........... 
Oconto Bible Com., Wis..... 
Otsego, Co., N. Y.......... ae 
@OPELOM occas sebeievesice as se tale 
Pennsylvania .............666 


Pottawatomie Co., Towa. te 
Pittsburgh Welsh, Pa.... 
Piketon, @hio........ 
Plymouth, Ohio 
Pierce Co., Ga... 
Park College, MO.......+.++6 
Putnam Co., W. V8.......6+ 


serene 


seeeee 


see eee 


Credited 


8 00 
89 20 


14 00 


3850 00. 


80 00 


76 14 


151 66. 


30 00 


3 05, 


Credited 


as Donation. on Account. 


$6 8 
18 08 
4d 77 
19 80 


T5 


Credited Credited 


as Donation. on Account, 
Portage CO., W18....ccccesses $30 00 
Prattsville, Ala.... a eidle 61 45 
Powesheik Co,, lowa........ 7 60 
Ramsey Co., Minn........... 50 00 
RIPON; WAGs ciisteroiclslsigeviesae bios 25 00 
Ramsey, Steuben & Vicinity 

WOU CIN cM itor satrenaalcee 165 60 21 50 
Red River Co., Texas........ 17 80 
NORE COG OnlO \ciasnciaiesaaenres 100 00 
Richland Co., 11 00 
Rock Co., Wis 50 00 128 00 
Rocky Creek, N.C... ..ccsec8 8 00 
Raleigh Co., W. Va....2...00 18 40 
Racine Welsh, Wis.......... 150 00 17 18 
Rio Grande Co., Col......... 15 55 

ROAGIM By OU sociale cisaieninc 80 00 
Ridgeway Welsh, Wis....... 29 06 5 94 
Schoharie Co., N. Y........<> 60 00 40 00 
Shawnee Co., KS..........006 7 00 
Shelby Co. Female, Ind..... 46 58 
Spencer Co., Ky... ..6..s006 28 40 
Balem Co., Noda. vsisiscncescie 181 61 
BOSriiINs, KG e seme vsccarcivees 86 68 
Sh, WOuld, Moves ecccaacs Nie 56 00 
St. Clair Co., Mo.....,....... 15 00 
Southwestern, La..... ....+ 262 06 
Shelby Co., Ill... oitess 88 88 

Sharon, Ct... 2, sa-ccclesanes oes 50 00 
Stark Co., Hast, Ohio........ ar) 
Salisburyy OG. science oe ctetece 21 90 
Troy Femate, Ohio.......... 50 00 =126 80 
Todd Co., Ky...... 55 83 
TEOGG.CO;,. MIM ri esiserieicletere 4 60 
Torrington Chcieseqcisnss sans 977 
Taylor ©O., Ga veis vows caevee 40 
Tazewell Coz, Ty. sc. <cc006 %5 00 
Union Township, Ohio...... 8 50 
Utica & Vic. Welsh, N.Y... 21 46 
Union Co., ONO... ....c0ss000 18 97 
Wircinia viaccess see's 219 22 
Vance Co., N. Gu... . 26. 9 00 
Wi zo p@o. LING iestcierswres 68 29 
WOEPMONESS. csigds cicicieene 800 00 
Wyandot Co., Ohio,..... 15 00 
Washington Co., Minn 27 07 88 09 
Waseca Co., Minn........... 28 64 14 82 
Wexford Co., Mich.......... 16 54 
Washington Co., Ga... We 9.25 17 00 
Washington Co., Mo........ 6 25 
Warren Co., Iowa..........% &2 00 
Wilson Co., Tenn............ 83 00 

Washington City, D. C...... 100 00 
Will: Gar Dio csv sic cs sea 100 00 
York Co., Neb...... auacisetierss 47 58 
$3,559 67 12,916 18 
Cuba Agency, Cuba............. sesna 483 45 
Uruguay Agency, §. A.......... reessee 1,040 42 
Kansas Central Agency, Kaen 6 12 
Rey. E. Wright, Dist. Sup’t, Mo..... : 5 10 
OW. Hi. Verner, 4 ATK ccs 33: 27 
« © Bewiley, ee N.Cs. 118 
 W.3B. Rankin, . “ Texas... 43 78 
« §. D.Storrs, 3 Keingete A 5 00 
1,178 82 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Retail Sales......... a easenueeNea UA s es . 5,524 08 
Sales by ban seas ek 22 79 
Trade Sales.. SOILS 1,288 45 
Rents, ...0%..- 2,410 96 
Record Subscriptions. wee 5 50 
Sundries... ....0..0% 286 17 
z $9,487 90 
SUMMARY. : 

For General Purposes..... Scns dsees ise wesOeores: 
TOZacies Te .ciccciedeseeeeom scene 9,275 56 
Church Cotlectlons.....c...cscsss.ee0e U3 58 
Avails of Sales by those to whom 3 
Books have been given..........-.--- 122.40 
Auxiliary poets a Donations. waa. 8009) 6% 


Miscellaneous. .. Belelle acleate srethcermipisseies 10,616 2 


pon Teta Receipts...eseevvecseesves $89,898 46 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HON. ENOCH L. FANCHER, LL.D..............- President. 


REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D........ ) Corresponding 


REV. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, D.D........ es S 
REV. ALBERT S. HUNT, D.D.............. } Sceretaries. 
ANDREW, Ui. LEY LORE. cece vei eyelets Assistant Treasurer. 
GA LEB “DROW: sensaile otaes dtecrattociials ssi ate General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books for distribution at home or abroad, and communications 
for the Bible Society Record, should be addressed to ‘The 
Secretaries of the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor 
Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to “The Assistant Treasurer of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
etc., and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to ‘The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be for cash 
only. Vo books are supplied for sale on commission, but as a special 
inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices is 
made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 


The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty-five cents to twenty- 
seven dollars. Testaments from five cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIELD OF LABOUR, NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS. 


Alabama & West Florida........Rev. R. S. HOLCOMBE, 
Tuskegee, Ala. 


AMKADSAG nd sctgiactccte we escen ec Rey. W. H. VERNOR, D.D., 
: Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada.,.......... Rey. JOHN THOMPSON, 
Oakland, Cal. 
GOOP RIA. oi. 50s cbiesenatitia vaes Rey. H. P. Mymrs, 
Guyton, Geo. 
Illinois & Western Indiana...... Rev. E. G. SMITH, 
Morrison, Whiteside Oo., il. 
BOWE oie sicienrttasctrinesoos cheeecen Rey. JOHN Hoop, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
MSHTISAR. Fis pen nate tedies Sieet tinea Rev. 8. D. Storrs, 
Topeka, Kansas. 
Kentucky & Tennessee......... Rev. Guo. 8. SAVAGE, M.D., 
_ Covington, Ky. 
Louisiana & Mississippi......... = 
Michigan & Wisconsin.......... Rey. ANDREW J. MEAD, 
Appleton, Wis. 
Minnesota & Dakota...... ++.... Rev. JOHN HINTON, _ 
i ' Faribault, Rice County, Minn. 
MISCO sre nssat iat neaaten ....Rey. EDMUND WRIGHT, 
, St. Louis, Mo, 


Nebraska, Colorado, & Wyo- ope Go. W. WAINWRIGHT 
SMTIGS Heese ats ccutot mentee 


North & South Carolina........ Rey. C. H. WILEY, D.D., P 
Winston, Forsyth Co,, N. C. 


Ohio & Eastern Indiana..,......Rev. E. 8. Oe cu iy 
i ; Ohio. 
* 


Oregon & Wash. Deri) os ce as Rey. P. C. Herzumr, 

Te R ™, 
AS cs aisisscitidie sivas, s ttle somes ey. WILLIAM B, RANKIN. 

i \ Austin, Tewas, 

West Virginia........ Reisatetecns Rey. WALTER R. LonG, 


Blair, Neb. 
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NOTICES TO AUs.. “ARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to forward 
their annual reports to the Parent Society promptly. Blank 
forms will be furnished for this purpose on application. 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the event 
should be given immediately to the Parent Society, so that it 
may be recognized. The names of its officers and their post- 
office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxiliary, 
until it shall have officially communicated to the Parent 
Society that its sole object is to promote the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures without note or comment ; and that it will place its sur- 
plus revenue, after supplying its own district with the Scriptures, 
at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as it shall 
remain thus connected with it. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The increase of 
the subscription to one hundred and fifty dollars, or the 
contribution of that amount in one payment, constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the 
sum of , to be applied to the charitable uses and 
purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, the 
Board of Managers will make grants of books, to Auxiliary 
Societies and to other responsible parties, for sale and gratui- 
tous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Managers 
grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in view the 
special necessities of the various classes of persons to be 
supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be given away con- 
sistently with the benevolent ends of the Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for dona- 
tions of books should be presented first to the Auxiliary Soci- 
eties within whose fields the books are to be distributed, and 
whose duty it is to furnish them, if possible. When an Aux- 
iliary is unable to do this, application should be made to this 
Society, with the endorsement of a responsible officer of the 
Auxiliary. 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general work 
from other parties, should each haye the endorsement of the 
District Superintendent. 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, and 
public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, do not come 
within the range of charitable objects. 

The American Bible Society expects that due credit will 
be given for its donations by those to whom its books are 
confided for distribution. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, for 
1886, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the United 
States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the Society. 
Twelve copies will be sent to one address for three dollars, 
in advance. Any life director or life member of this Society 
may receive one copy free of postage by virtue of hig mem- 
bership, on the simple condition that the request for it is renewed 
annually. On the same condition a copy will be sent to pas- 
tie M4 churches contributing directly to the funds of the 

ety. ~~ : +s heads ties > a 

Three copies will be sent, as heretofore, to the president, 
secretary, and treasurer of each auxiliary from which remit- _ 
tances are received. Other copies may be ordered at the — 
club rates; but the money should in all cases npany 
the order, sey eer of it 

Every person who is entitled to the Record and 
receive it, is specially requested to communicate the fact 
letter or postal card, giving his post-office address. : 


> 


AS SECOND-CLASS (MAIL) MATTER. 


